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Curriculum Development Workshop 
Resource Materials 

 
Introducing Learning Outcomes: 
In 1956, under the chairmanship of Benjamin Bloom a committee of educators developed a 
classification of different types of educational objectives and goals. Blooms Taxonomy, as it is 
known, covers six categories of learning, and provides verbs to help educators write appropriate 
Learning Outcomes. Although it’s over 50 years old, Bloom’s Taxonomy is still one of the best aids 
available to help us write good Learning Outcomes. 

According to Bloom’s Taxonomy, the six categories of learning that we should write Learning 
Outcomes for are: 

Remembering / Knowing (Level 1): shows that the learner is able to  
• recall previously learned material 
• know specific facts, methods or procedures  
• know basic concepts or principles 

 
Understanding / Comprehension (Level 2): shows that the learner is able to  

• understand the meaning of material 
• interpret material including charts or graphs 
• explain important information 

 
Applying (Level 3): shows that the learner is able to  

• use things they’ve learned in new situations, or in problem solving 
• demonstrate correct usage of procedures 
• apply laws or theories to practical situations 
• solve simple problems 

 
Analysing (Level 4): shows that the learner is able to  

• identify component parts of knowledge 
• understand its structure and composition 
• recognize logical fallacies in reasoning 
• make distinctions between facts and inferences 
• solve open-ended problems 

 
Evaluating (Level 5): shows that the learner is able to 

• judge the value of evidence or material for a given purpose 
• evaluate what they are learning 
• make critical judgements based on a sound knowledge base 
• compare different approaches 

 
Creating / Synthesizing (Level 6): shows that the learner is able to  

• create unique answers to problems 
• creatively apply knowledge to new areas 
• integrate new knowledge 
• write well-argued papers or speeches 
• propose research questions to test hypothesis 
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To help you with writing Learning Outcomes, here is a list of verbs that you can use with each of 
these areas of learning: 
 
Level Areas of 

Learning 
Explanation Selection of Active Verbs 

6. Creating Putting information 
together in an innovative 
way 

Arrange, assemble, build, compile, 
compose, construct, create, design, 
devise, formulate, generate, integrate, 
negotiate, organize, plan, propose, 
reconstruct, reorganize, revise, set-up, 
validate 
 

5. Evaluating Making judgements based 
on a set of guidelines 

appraise, argue, assess, compare, 
criticize, critique, defend, estimate, 
evaluate, interpret, judge, justify, rate, 
review, revise, support 
 

4. Analysing Breaking the concept into 
parts and understand how 
each part is related to one 
another 

Analyse, categorize, compare, contrast, 
criticize, differentiate, distinguish, examine, 
experiment, illustrate, infer, prove, 
question, solve, support, test 
 

3. Applying Using the knowledge 
gained in new ways 

Apply, assess, demonstrate, determine, 
distinguish, dramatize, draw, establish, 
examine, illustrate, implement, interpret, 
operate, produce, provide, report, show, 
solve, use, utilize,  
 

2. Understanding Making sense of what 
you’ve learned 

Describe, discuss, explain, paraphrase, 
recognize, restate, summarize, report, 
review 
 

1. Remembering 
(or Knowing) 

Recalling relevant 
knowledge from long-term 
memory 

Define, list, match, name, order, quote, 
recall, recite, record, repeat, state, 
 

	


